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in connexion with the Island of San Juan, the claims
of British subjects who had suffered during the Civil
War and those of Canada in connexion with the Fenian
raids, and finally a revision of the rules of Maritime
Neutrality. To this prodigious programme the American
Commissioners  gaily proposed  a  few  additions.   All
these subjects were painstakingly and, on the whole,
successfully   treated,   but   they   were   so   essentially
subordinate to the Alabama issue that they need not
be   considered   in   detail   here.    Unfortunately,   they
added very greatly to the difficulties of de Grey, not
only   through   their   intrinsic   complexity,   but   more
particularly  because  they  brought   him  in  frequent
conflict with Sir John Macdonald, who found it difficult
to recognize their subordinate character and to realize
the imperial issue at stake.   " Shindies and scrimmages"
of a very unedifying character were frequent in the
private   conferences   between   the   Canadian   and   his
British colleagues,1 and throughout his work on all the
purely North American questions de Grey had to fight
a triangular duel with Macdonald and Fish.2   There
was  a good  deal of misunderstanding behind  these
disputes,  and they were  temporarily envenomed by
external mischief-making, xbut in the end they were
quite satisfactorily settled, and neither the personal
relations of the delegates nor the main purposes of the
Commission were materially affected by them.8

The critical stage of the negotiation was reached at
the third sitting of the Commission, when the question
of the Alabama claims was opened by the Americans,
So far no material approximation of the views of the
two, Governments had been reached or even attempted.
The British Commissioners were instructed to propose

1 Pope: Lift of Macdonald, vol. ii, p. 112.

a Letters to Granville, March. 6, 7, 21, 22, 24 (3), 27 (2), 31 ; April 15*
17, 18, 2i? and 25.

* I>e Grey was certainly inclined to judge Macdonald unfairly, but the
own letters to Tupper completely vindicate him.   (See Pope t
, vol. ii, pp. 92, 99-100, 105-6, 131, and 136.)